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riſing till about Noon- time; nor, indeed, 
bad he been ſtirring ſo early this Morning, 
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* 
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Bed; but neither 1 Fatigue of his 


TEMPLERAKES 


'OR' 
INNOCENCE preſerved Gr. 


N that deliphiful Seaſon, when the 
imble-footed Hors prepare the glorious 


iot and Horſes of the Sun, ready for his 
con between Three and Four in the 
ning, and Nature appears arrayed in her 
_ | Bret to ſalute him at his fixſt ſetting 
out on his Courſe, A . Belmour roſe early 
from his Bed, to taſte ragrangy. of the 
gentle Gales of Zephyrus, ON enjoy the re- 
freſhing Pleaſures of.a Morning Walk. Ples. Pleas 
ſures but little experienced by Belmour, ſince 
his quitting the College to harbour among 


' the Rakes of the Temple: With whom he 


generally careſs'd the Bottle to ſuch unſea- 
ſonable Hours, as rendered him uneapable of 


if he could have met with any Reſt in 


1 


_ Night's 


e | 
Night's Ramble, nor the Wine he had drank, 


_ ©, couldprocure him any Sleep there: As all R- 


poft was driven from thence by the Thoughts 
of a beautiful Object, whoſe extraordinary 
Charms had been ſo much the Subject of his 
Contemplation the Night before, and had 
left ſuch a deep Impreſſion in his Memory, 
that it was not in the Power of any thing elſe 
to intetfere with his Ideas, or ne rr lovely 
Image one Moment from his Breaſt. 5 
Belmcur, at the Deſire of Townley, his in- 
timate Companion and general Partner in his 
Diverſions, had agreed, the preceeding Even- 
ing, to take a Trip to Jau. ball. Thee 
two Gentlemen had not been long in the 
Walks before they obſerved a young Lady, 
whoſe Perſon ſo much commanded the At- 
tention of the whole Aſſembly, which was very 
numerous that Night, that it was impoſſible 
for her to eſcape their Notice. All the Gen- 
tlemen preſent were enraptured with her 
Youth, Beauty, fine Shape, and genteel 
Air, and beſtowed the greateſt Commenda- 
tions on them; while the Ladies were not 
leſs engaged with her Charms, tho' in a dif- 
ferent Manner; as they were endeavouring 
to detract from whatever appeared amiable in 
her to the other Sex, and to find a Fault, 
where Nature had ſcarce admitted the leaſt 
Imperfection to appear. For, ſuch is the 
peculiar Vanity of the Female Sex, that not- 
withſtanding the ſuperior Excellency of the 
7 f 4 2 young 
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Sf Eu? = 
young Lady's perſonal Perfections, yet there 
— * a Woman preſent, but imagined her 


ſelf to be fully as Handſome; and every one 


of them was framing Objections to the Regu- 
larity, Delicacy, or Proportion of ſome par- 


' ticular Feature or Limb, wherein they ſeverally 
piqued themſelves with having the Advan- 


tage of her. So obſtinately blind is Ermvy, 
and ſuch is the Power of her baneful Intoxi- 
cation, as to render the greateſt Excellencies, 
either of Body or Mind, obnoxious and dif- 
agrecable to thoſe that are under her Infſu- 
ence, by endeavouring, as in this Caſe,” to 
convert real Beauties into ĩimaginary Blemiſhes: 
But it was far otherwiſe with Belmour and 
his Companion. $5 

He himſelf was poſſeſſed with ſuch a 
Taſte, and juſt Diſcernmenty that nothing 
excellent in Art or Nature could eſcape his 
Obſervation. Neither could Townley avoid 
taking Notice of this beautiful Perſon, whom 
they had met by chance two or three Times 
in the Walks: Ina word, ſuch was the Force 
of her Charms, that both theſe Gentlemen 


became perfectly enamoured with her, and 


reſolved, in their Minds, to endeavour at ob- 


taining ſomE Knoweledge of who ſhe was and 


where ſhe lived. © | 
Belmour, being of a very open Diſpoſition, 


| firſt declared his Reſolution to Toney, not 
owning it as the Effect of any Paſſion he had 


conceived. for the _ but only urging it as 
AN 2 A 


r ? 


(12) 


1 Gratification of a Curioſity, which prompted 


him to diſcover who this young and beautiful 
Stranger was. 

_  Townley readily agreed to ſecond hn! in 
his Deſign, as he declared himſelf to be 
prompted by the ſame Motive; which, tho 
each of them repreſented it to the other un- 
der the Veil of extraordinary Curioſity, was, 
in Effect, nothing leſs than the ardent Paſſion 
- of Love, that bt E es had kindled in their 
Boſoms, therefore 1 never ſuffered her to 
eſcape out of their Sight during the whole 
Evening. At the Concluſion of the Enter- 
tainment, the young Lady and her Company, 
which was a tall, thin, lank, elderly Gen- 
tleman, of a very yellow Complexion, and 
a ſhort, fat, ſquab Gentlewoman, took Water 
in a Pair of Oars; and our two young Sparks 
took Boat likewiſe, ordering their Waterman 
to land them wherever the other Boat went 
to, 

The . Converſation of Belmour and bis 
Companion, during the Evening, was chiefly 
upon the Charms of the young Lady; and in 
Conjectures on whom the other two P 
were, that accompanied her. Theſe Belmour 
would have to be either her Father and 
Mother, or two near Relations; butTownley, 
Log ſome Obſervations that he had made 

the Reſervedneſs of her Behaviour, 
pj rightly judged otherwiſe; eſpecially 
with regard to the Gentleman, who he re. 
marked 


(435 8 
marked ſhe never ſpoke to, unleſs he firſt di- 
rected his Diſcourſe to her, which he ſeemed 
to take every Opportunity of doing, tho ſhe 
it withan Airof Indifference. 

| Lady and her Company landed- at 
 Nork-Buildings Stairs, from whence they 
walked up tothe Strand, and the Way 
they went into the Libeck s- Head. Belmour 
and his followed at a Diſtance, 
and came into the ſame Houſe, juſt as the 

elderly Gentleman was at the Bar ordering 2 
Supper for his Company that were gone up 

Stairs; And indeed the Gentleman had not 
only perceived their cloſe Attendance on him 
and he 1 Ladies, in the Walks, but alſo ob- 
ſerved their Boat following his on the Water, 
tho having loſt Sight of them after his land- 
ing, he imagined their following him to be 
accidental; but, on ſeeing them enter the ſame 
Tavern, to entertain ſome ſuſpicious 
Notions of their Deſign. 

Belmour and Te called for a Room; 
and would fain have poſted themſelves in one 
of thoſe which was neareſt the Door, that the 
Lady might not eſcape their further Purſuit 
on her ; but thoſe Rooms being al- 
ready taken up with Company, they were 
oblized to content themſelves with-one above 
Stairs. Townley, who had often frequented 
this Tavern, was pretty well known to the 
Drawers; therefore, calling for a Bottle of 
Wing * the Waiter that beth — 

| whe 


< 


FRY (24) Ls 
whether he knew any thing of the Gentleman 
in the laced Coat and the two Ladies that came 
in a little before them? The Waiter told him 
that he had lighted them up Stairs, and that 
the Gentleman had immediately followed him 
down again, and eee at the Bar; 
but declared he could not recollect that he had 
ever ſeen any of the three Perſonages there 
before. on this Townley ordered a Fowl 
for himſelf and his Companion, and tip- 


ping the Drawer half a Crown, gave him 


a ſtrict Charge to let them know when the 
Gentleman called for the Reckoning, and 
when the Company was going away. The 
Drawer promiſed to obey their Commands; 
but unfortunately for Townley and his Com- 
ion, he was ſent out with a Supper that 
been beſpoke there, to a Gentleman's 
Houſe in 7ork- Buildings, at the Time when 
the two Ladies and the Gentleman leſt the 
Tavern; and he did not come back again till 
ſome on a Coach had carried the 
''The Drawer finding the Gentleman and the 
two Ladies gone at his Return, had only time 
to enquire which Way the Coach went; when 
running up Stairs, he informed Belmour and 
Townley, that he had been ſent out when the 
Company had left the Houſe, but that the 
Coach was but juſt gone away from the Door, 
and had drove up the Strand. Townley gave 
bim a hearty Damn for not executing; his 


(15) | 
Commiſtion/ better, by leaving Word with x 
ſome of the other Waiters to perform his Corn- 
mands; and paying their Reckoning, our two 
Sparks ſet out after the Coach. They rambled 

up the S/rand till they came to Sourhampton- 
Street, and then turned up into Covent» 
Garding but could not trace-any Coach, that 
had three Perſons in it, or that had any one 
3 nennen | 
— and mice this 
Deren tment, they went into the Rob in 
Bridges rett, and called for à Bottle to al · 
leviate their Sorrows, over which'they toaſted 
the young Lady by the Name of the Beauti- 
1 — and after ſome bitter 
Execrations on the poor Drawer, for neglect 
of Duty, each of them adjourned to his Cham» 
bers in the Temple to Bed. But the 
of the young Lady, and the Vexationat being 
ted in the Purſuit of her, ran ſoſtrong- 
Iy in the Head of Belmour, that, as we 
before related, it entirely him of his 
Night's Reſt; and for Refreſh 
ment from his W e eee 
Morning's Walk, 0 * 
a Teunly paſſed bis Time not much better 
than his tho Belmour had not 
entertained the leaſt 8 
being any way y * 
Charms, which he — had already made 


fuch « Havock in his own Heart; otherwiſe 


he 


| * he would never have called upon him at his 
4 Chambers, to deſire his Company to take a 
| Walk in the Park. Urging in Excuſe, that it 

} was a Shame tolie a Bed ſuch a delightful Morn- 
ing; for by ſo doing they ſhould loſe half 
| the Pleaſure: which the Scafon afforded. 
5 Belmours coming thus early to call upon 
him, was no little Matter of Surprize to Town 
| D. Why how now, - Frank, ſays he, 
| 


4 what the Devil has diſturbed you ſo ſoon : 
J fear the young Lady that we ſaw at the 

| * Gardens has not permitted you to fleep ?” 
18 Indeed, replies Belmour, ſhe has not given 

; &/ me much Moleſtation, tho the Vexation 
4. at our fruitleſs Purſuit, and the Warmneſs 
<« of the Night have not ſuffered me to reſt 
ag uſual; but the Fineneſs of the Morning 
« ſeems to promiſe ample Amends.——Come 
by 6 ſtir, and let us take a Walk in the 
« Park together.” With all my Heart, fays 
% 'Townley, perhaps we may there light upon 
* ſome new Frolick that may drive away ; 
&« all Thoughts of our laſt Night's Miſchance; 

« but ſuppoſing we had traced the Lady 
«Home; pray Frant, what ations 

te could have ariſen to you from thence! 

0 Very few, indeed, anſwered Be/mour, utile ſi 

« I could have found Means to get introduced 

&* to her but what Hopes had you 

« Fack, from the Purſuit ?'=— Why really 

« ſays Townley, as I judged her to be ſome 
young Filley, juſt taken into keeping, * | 


— 


(17) 


* the old Gentleman that was with her, 1 
* had ſome Thoughts, if we could have dif- 
c covered where he had planted her, to have 
prevented his engroſſing ſuch a fair Purchaſe 


entirely to himſelf, For indeed Frank, 
c ſhe ſeems to deſerve a much better Partner 
cc than what ſhe has got. What the Devil 
& ſhould ſuch an old fallow-faced Hunks 
ce do with ſuch a young blooming Bud of 
& Beauty ? Indeed, ſays Belmour, I cannot 


« come into . Opinion of her being in 


« keeping ; for there ſeemed to be ſuch an 
* Air of Modeſty in her Face, that perfectly 
<« forbid any one who obſerved her, to enter- 
« tain the leaſt Thought againſt her Virtue, 
a Pſhaw ! Damn it, Frank, re- 
« plies the other, I find you don't know the 


« Town yet, Modeſty ! Why I have ſeen 
* a Girl at her firſt entering upon the Town, 


c as modeſt as the pureſt Virgin ina Nunnery. 
% Well, come, fays Belmaur, you loſe all 
tt the Pleaſure of the Spring, by lying in 
<< Bed ſo long in. the Morning: Up, and let us 
te be walking, that we may get back again 
&* before the Sun comes out too hot. 
Townley was ſoon up and dreſt, when they 
ſteered together towards the Park ; where we 
ſhall leave them, walking Arm in Arm up 
the Mall towards Buckingham Houſe, while 
we pive the Reader a little Information of 
their Characters and Occupation; WERE 

C 


618) 
this Time perhaps he may be deſirous of ob- 
taining. 2 Ws 
| Babs, then, was a young Gentleman 
of Fortune, being Heir to a large Eſtate; 


and had not loop left the Univerſity of Cam- 


bridge, to N his Studies in the Temple : 
Where his Father had placed him, with a 
View to his attaining ſuch a Knowledge of 
the Laws of the Land, as would be ſufficient 
to enable him the better to manage that 
Eſtate, which would ſome Time or other 
come into his Poſſeſſion; and prevent his be- 


ing defrauded by Attorneys, Stewards, or 


Bailiffs, on the one Hand, or injured by his 
Tenants, or Neighbours, on the other. As 
he had not as yet been long enough in Town 
to be corrupted by its Vices, ſo he was na- 
turally poſſeſſed of a ſufficient Share of Virtue, 

and good Senſe, to withſtand them: Tho 
in Compliance with the Taſte of ſome of his 
Companions, of which Townley was the chief, 


he ſorhetimes gave way to ſuch Levities, as 


his own Underſtanding could not ſeriouſly ap- 
prove of, For tho' he was polite in his 
Behaviour, yet he poſſeſſed a very ſedate Turn 
of Mind; except when Company and the 
Bottle, wherein were his greateſt Exceſſes, 
induced him to be otherwiſe. | 
Townley was a young Fellow very deſtitute 
either of virtuous or generous Principles ; -he 
at firſt ſtudied the Laws for the Improvement 


of his Fortune, which otherwiſe would have 


197) | 
been but very ſmall, had not an old croſ 
Aunt, whom by his wild Behaviour he had very 
much diſobliged, happened to die inteſtate, 
and thereby he came into the Poſſeſſion of 
about 200. per Annum, which otherwiſe he 
could not have had the leaſt Hopes of, if the 
old Lady had made a Will; but a Fever, 
that ſoon rendered her delirious, prevented 
it. Soon after this Gift of Fortune fell into 
his Hands, he. relinquiſhed his Study of the 
Law, tho' he kept his Chambers for the Con- 
veniency of his Pleaſures; and by giving 
imſelf up to the moſt ſenſual Indulgencies of 
2 e he became a perfect Town 

AK. ; ' 

When our two young Sparks had reached 
the upper End of the Mall, Townley fat down 
on a Bench near ſome Cows, in order to di- 
vert himſelf by ſome Diſcourſe wh Girls 
that fold Milk: The Dialogue betyeen him 

and the Milk Girls would not be very enter- 
- taining, and perhaps too groſs if we ſhould 
repeat it. Therefore, leaving it, we ſhall in- 
form the Reader, that the Pleaſantneſs of the 
Morning invited them to walk further; and 


the Diſpute was, which Way they ſhould take. 
Belmour being for a Walk up the Green Park, 
and fointo Hyde Park ; but Townley who did 
not ſo much love Solitude, was more inclined 
to go and take a Breakfaſt at Rane/agh. To 
this at laſt Be/mour conſented, only urging 
that whether they returned by Land or by 
F 2 Water, 


ii (29) | 

| Water, yet the Sun would cauſe them to 

have a very hot Journey back again. 

3 Nothing extraordinary happened in their 
going through Chelſea Fields, till they came 

| to the Breakfaſting Room at Ranelagb. Where 


they ſat down to a Pot of Tea and Bread and 
Butter; but they had not half finiſhed their 
| Breakfaſt before the young Lady, and the 
Gentlewoman who was with her the preced- 
ing Evening at Vaux-hall, entered the Room. 
| They called for ſome Chocolate and fat down 
l at a very ſmall Diſtance from Belmour and 
90 his Friend; who both were too ly en- 
| gaged in contemplating the amazing ms 
of this beautiful young Creature, to regard 
| finiſhing their own Breakfaſt, , 
bt i! The Ladies having drank their Chocolate, 
|| went to take a Turn or two in the Gardens; 
whither Belmour and Townley immediately 


; he. 0 fer 7 > is ores fe es; HT AI 
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[followed chem; being both fully bent upon 
in not neglecting this Opportunity, that For- 
| tune had fo favourably given them, either of 
if getting Acquaintance with the young Lady, \ \ 


or finding out where they lived. And Town- 
ley was fully reſolved to take the firſt Occaſion 
that offered of accoſting her; which he thought 
himſelf the more at liberty to do, as the old 

Gentleman, who had been in Company the 
Night before, was now abſent. | 
It will be very proper before we proceed 
farther, to give forme Re of the young 

Lady and her Companion ; which we have 


( 21) 
not as hitherto had any Opportunity of doing, 
Her Name was Arabella R—y, the young- 
eſt Daughter in Six of a Leicefter/bire Country 
Gentleman, of a pen good Eſtate, but 


which he had the Misfortune to run 5 0 
in his Life-Time, or to ſpeak more properly, 
he had ſuffered it to be devoured by a large 
Pack of Hounds, Hunting-Horſes, Huntſmen, 
Whippers-in, - and Country Sportſmen, Tn 
reality, he had literally given þ much of five 
Hundred aYear to the Dogs, that, on his De- 
ceaſe, which was about three Years ago, his 
Eldeſt Son found himſelf in Poſſeſſion af n 
more than 50 Pounds a Year clear; and 
Widow's Jointurs, tho but ſmall, was © 
liged to go to the Maintainance of her ſelf 
and ſeven Children, viz. one younger Son, 
and Six Daughters. 1 
However, it happened ſomewhat lucky 
for Arabella, that a young Lady in the 
Neighbourhood, who was a rich Heireſs, 
took ſuch a prodigious liking to her, that, ſhe, 
being an only Child, prevailed with her 
Parents to let her have Mils' Arabella home 
for a Companion : Where ſhe. had generally 
refided ever her fourteenth Year ; and 
had partly received the ſame Education as. 
Miſs Betty her ſelf, for ſo was this young 
Lady called, us e 4 * 
Arabella, now in her twentieth Year, was 
juſtly reckoned a perfect Beauty by evety one 
that aw her; and poſſeſſed of a great deal 
WEIR, +" ooh 
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that had her Fortune been any ways anſwer- 
able to her 3 Endowments, ſhe could 
not have fa | 

conſiderable Proffers before now; but tho 


and was the fame Lady that Belmour and 
a 828 N 1 Townley 


( 22) | 
of Virtue, Modeſty, and good Senſe : 80 


iled of meeting with ſome very 


'moſt Gentlemen admire Beauty, Virtue, and 
good Senſe, and look upon them as very 
neceſſary Perfections in a Wife; yet, when 
they are put in the Ballance with Riches, th 
are generally outweighed by the latter z whi 


was poor Arabella's Caſe. | 
Mis Betty, the young Lady to whom ſhe 


had been Companion, being lately married, 
tho not much to her Inclination, yet by the 
Parents Direction, to a ſordid young Country 


Squire, of a large Eſtate, who in his own 


Phraſe, was for maintaining no more Cats than 
would catch Mice, became neceſſitated to part 
with Arabella. To whom, on her Return 


home to her Mother, ſhe preſented a Purſe 


of twenty Guineas; with an Aſſurance of 
'ever preſerving the. greateſt Affection and 
Eſteem for her, and of ſerving her as far as 
eyer it lay in her Power, 5 

This ſmall 8um was ſoon exhauſted, by the 
Neceſſities of ſuch a numerous Family as ſhe 
found at Home: When Arabella, by her 
Mother': Direction, came up to London, to 
live with an Aunt of hers, by her Mother's 
Side; who was the Widow of a Sea Captain, 


(23) 
Townley had hitherto ſeen in Company with 


her, 

Mrs. Villi ard, for ſo we ſhall call this Lady. 
had been a very agreeable Woman in her 
Youth; and might then have laid fome 
Claim to be called Beautiful, but her Perfec- 
tions had been ſo much tainted by a Levity of 
Mannets, and corrupt Converſation, that 
really ſhe neither bore nor merited, but a very 
indifferent Character, long before ſhe fell to 
the Captain's Lot. She was then Miſtreſs of 
a ſmall independant Fortune, yet ſuch was 
her Love to Gaiety, that tho could not 
properly come under the Denomination of a 


Woman of the Town, yet ſhe might be 
called a Lady of Pleaſure: andy np: gave her 5 


up entirely to all ſorts, even to an Exceb. Her 
Amours and Love Intrigues would fill a large 
Volume, neither would the in have 
yentured upon her, had he not been in his 
Dotage. | 

As the Time of indulging her more ſenſual 
Deſires was now over, ſo ſhe reſigned herſelf 
10 an inſatiable. Avarice, which gradually in- 
creaſed with her Years; and it was with the 
View of gratifying this Appetite, that ſhe had 
taken Arabella into the Houſe to live with 


her; having heard ſuch exceeding Commen- 
 dations of he: Beauty, that ſhe did not in the 
leaſt doubt of making a good Return, in the 
Diſpoſal of her Perſon: And, for that Pur- 
pole, ſhe had fixed her Eye on the very Gen- 

an 


(4) 
tleman who had been in Company with her 
and Arabella the preceding Evening. 

This Perfon was an extream rich Jeu, 
who tho' he was married, yet had ſuch a 
Defire for Arabella, that 5 Was willing to 
take her upon his own Hands, on. almoſt 
whatever Terms the Aunt ſhould ſtipulate 
for. Mr. D-—z, for ſo was he called, had 
enjoyed the Pleaſure of drinking Tea twice 
with the lovely Arabella, fince her coming to 
Town, which had not been much above a 
Week; to whom the Aunt introduced him 
as one of her particular Friends, and it was 
at His Deſire that the two Ladies went upon 
a Party of Pleaſure with him, the Evening 
before to Vaux- ball, where Belmour BF 
Townley firſt obtained a Sight of the lovely 
Arabella. 

As the Aunt was left poſſeſſed of a, very 
pretty Fortune, on the Deceaſe of the Cap- 
tain, her late Spouſe, ſo immediately on 
Arabella's Arrival in Town, ſhe ſent for the 
Mercer, the Laceman, the Mantua-maker, 
and Milliner, in order to provide for her fu- 
ture Appearance; and ſpared for no Coſt to 
deck her out handſomely ; well judging that 
the more ſhe expends this way, the greater 
would be her Returns in the End. Arabella, 
herſelf, was at firſt, ſo prodigiouſly delighted 
with her Aunt's Profuſeneſs and Generoſity 
towards her, that ſhe ſomewhat lamented 
the Misfortune of her Mother's not * 

| | er 


( 
her to Ton ſooner ; little | 
all thoſe fine Trappings, which her Aunt be- 


ſtowed on her, apr £7 ed to 
her own infttiable Defires, if 1 
We left the two Ladies, followed by Bel. 
motrr and Townhkey, in the Wilks; where the 
Ie Foom found an Op unity to onter in- 
to a Converſation with them, upon the Beau- 
of the Morning, and the Pleafantnefs of 
Garden, A e 
very genteel and well dreffed, and 
ee 
gain for her Niece, with Mr. D—=z, ſo flug 
neither refrained berſelf, nor reftrained 75 * 
3 . Nr Company; not 
owing but they might, ps, prove to 
regis Ferfons, chan What gt Prone 
% 
ARS Bis Turns in the Gardeng, Label. 
ia propoſed to go home, e 
Gentle polnely offered 


conduct them; this AI refuſed, fo th 
handed the Ladies in the Coa 
that was waiting for them, into which Bes- 
mour and Townley entered. The Aunt, by 
ſeveral Queſtions the put to the young Gentle- 
men, in their Paſſage to Town, ſoom found ous 
that they were both Templers, which gave her 
no high Opinion of their Merits or Fottunes. 
However, when they aſked leave to pay their 
ReſpeRs ſome other ime, to her and the young 
Lady, ſhe did not think proper abſolutely t 
D refuſe 
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refuſe it, as ſhe knew not as yet how the and 
Mr. D—32 ſhould agree Matters together; 
| but only told them, 5 as both herſelf and 
Niece viſited pretty much, they might chance 
to come ſeveral Times withoat finding either 
of them at Home. To this, . Bel/mour made 
Anſwer, that the Pleaſure of their Company, 
whenever they could obtain tha: Happineſs, 
would more than ſufficiently compenſate for 
any Diſappointments they ſhould meet with. 
As for Arabella ſhe joined but very little in 
any Diſcourſe that paſled by the Way; yet, 
what ſhe ſaid, was ſufficient. to ſhew ths 
ſhe had alarge. Share of Underſtanding, found- 
ed on good Senſo, tho her Sentiments were 
not delivered with ſuch a Polite Delicacy of 
Expreſſion, as is either natural, or affected, 
by ſuch Ladies as have been cheifly bred up 
in this Town. The Coach at length reached 
Mrs. Villiards Houſe, which was in one 
of the Streets near Red. Lion Square, . where 
having handed the Ladies into the Houle, our 
two Gentlemen took their leaves; and getting 
again into. their Vehicle, ordered the Coach- 
to ſet them down at the Temple. 

Both Belmour andTownley were now more 
violently ſmitten with Arabella than ever; 
but in a different Manner. Belmour had 
conceived a violent Paſſion. for her, which 
was juſtly founded on her Beauty and Un- 
derſtanding. Townley's Paſſion had only the 
Our: Perfection for its Object; and be 

wou 


(9) 
2 have been of cata h ſatisfied with 
Enjoyment of the Lady's Perſon, even 
had her. an 7 — upon the level 
with a Changeling s. He therefore looked 
upon her Senſe rather as a great Obſtacle to 
his, Deſites, than as any extraordinary Ac- 
merit in her Perſon. 
Upon their Return to Townley's Chambers; 
e Well Frank”: ſays he to Belmour, 4 T 
« | bope now your Curioſity is fatisfied—She's 


Ko a delicious Ber and Fortune nom has 


22 opened a M/ ay for either of us to get at her. 

* An Angel, yt Belmour, but what 
% da eee. getting at her; ſure no 
« Man would offer to make any Preterices 
,to a ſuch a heaütiful young- Creature, but 
ce what were founded on Honour and Vir- 

« tae?! Vet ſuppoſe,” replies Tounley, that 
© with all her: Acco 
, not be wontha Groat, don't youthinka Man 
„ would conſiderably injure his Fortune, by 
< acting up to your Notions of Honour and 
«Virtue, . when he might reap the fame 
Benefit, if not a greater er, by proceed 
« without them? — Well; lconfeſſ for 
6, my part, lays Belmour,* that let her For- 
cn tune be ever ſo ſmall, yet my Conſcience 
would not forgive me, for deluding ſuch a 
« lovely Creature,” —*< Certainly, Front,” 

Gays the other, you have fallen ſo 
_ «violently in Love with her, that you know' 
4 not what you fay; why there? $ no draw 


5 I D 2 ing 


mpliſhments, ſhe ſhould 


* 
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te ing Wonien againſt their Ineliaatibeau 
« Well, but ”” replied Belmour, ©* -there's 
uch a thing as decoying them to our In- 
6 clinations ; arid tfiat's much the fame Thing, 
6 as both the one and the other muſt be foan< 
te gd on meer Villany. . Phod I find you 
.* are captious, ſays Tounity; but when do 
©. you propoſe vifiting this young Lady again, 
Li, for methinks Ilong ta fee her? — I'oe 
te mottow Evening, if you. will,” fayt 
Belmour:* With all my Heart,“ Town: 
Jy; I ſhallwaibtilt H ang ag 
© ing upon me; and when-we ſee het 1 


„ ſhall, give you e further - el 


t her. 
1c Then noe! n 106 older ribs 

Time, which he thought long, ar b in- 
differently n more did Tommy, tho he 
had the Att: to diſguiſe it from his Friend, 
and to amuſe himſelf the mean while with 
ſornc- faſhionable Gaieties, that Belmour was 
nat ſo much addicted to, eſpecial j — any 
Thing diſturbed His Mind; ſo 

and meditating iz * che Idea of the charming 
Arabella; Wert chief Amuſements 
the appointed Hour arrived : In the mean 
* let usobſerve how Matters xwenton'at 
Mrs. Villkard's. © 
 Hrabilla had nut beem long at: Home he: 

fote het Aunt deſired Mw dreſs, for flie' 
had invited Mr. D to dine with them 


phage Day, The Niece imm ſet about 
executing 


029 
_ executing her Commands; bat the Gentle. 
man att ived fortie conſiderable Time before 
either the Dinner was ready, o Arabelle 
was dreſſed. Ms. Villar introducing 
bim into a back Parteur, after ſome previous 
Diſeourle, aſked him how he liked her Niece? 
to-which — — anſwered he was quite 
chamecdt with her; and that he was ve 
forty: there was obe grand Obſtacle, whi 
prevented his making Her as happy as he could 
wiſh her to be; wine was bis being married; 
But, if he could prevail on Her Niece to dif- 
with this, ratify her with a 


would g 
ho Pounds for her trouble, ahd-fetrle 
two Hundred a Yeat'on Arabellu tu be paid 

Quarterly during het Life, Mr 70-SV99t cl 
Tube Aut promiſe” that ſhe' would try e- 
very Thing, pofffble in his Favour 5 buthoped; 
that' as he muſt” needs be very ſenſible: o 
the Hifficulty that ſhe ſhould Have to get 
Arabella to comply wich Nn Pr 


opoſals, eſpeei 
ally as ſhe uſſurec Hit that her Niet tad 
refuſed ſcverat advaritageous Offers in the 
County; io ſhe hoped” that if the ſhould 
with her, he would not be againſt 
making up the Theufand Pounds, that he 
had ptomiſed' her, to a Thouſand Guiness; 
his being already matried was not, the faid; 
the om Obſtacle that ſnie had to eneounter 
with; but ale the Diſparity of Years, betweers 
him and her Arabella, which ſhe judged 
would Wa ſmull Matter of Impediment : 
$5 423% As 
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As ber Niere could/not e to herſelf any 
of thoſe Advantages, which young Widows 
expect upon the Deceaſe of an elderly Huſ- 
band. Tho' ſhe did not doubt . Girl's 
Behaviour, if ſhe could be btought to comply, 
would 1 falicibady induce * him to provide 
handſomely for her in his Will. .-Mr., — 
replied, that he ſhould not ſtand out for ſuch 
a mall Sum as Fifty Pounds more; but 
begged her to preſs the Affair fot ward, as 
any Delay, in this Caſe, might be equally 
peel to all the Parties concerned. 

Dinner was by this Time ſet upon the 
Table, to which they were all immediately 
ſummoned: afterwards Mr. D-—z' | 
his leave of Arabella and her Aunt, withdrew; 
as the latter had aſſured him ſhe would take 
the Opportunity that very Afternoon, —— 
ing the Matter to her Niece. Mrs. Jil 
was as good as her Word: For no ſdoner 
was he gone, than, after a long Harabgue 
upon his Politeneſs, Generoſity, and Affabili- 
ty, ſhe aſked her Niece, how ſhe ſhould: 
like ſuch a rich Gentleman for a Huſband? 
to whom the other replied, ſhe had not yet 
entertained any Thoughts of marrying, but, 
that, when ſhe did ſhe ſhould endeavour to 
match with one that was more ſuitable to 
her Years; for that the /Gentleman.whom 
her Aunt ſpoke of was too much advanced in 
Age to put up with the Follies of a young 
Wife, ——— Well, but Niece, ſays Mrs. 

Villard, 


her 


* ' 
(3) x 
Villiard, tho 1 8 _ roman ans. 
rſelf to an elderly eman; yet ſuppoſin 

this he had fuch an Inclination to yo > | 
ſhould induce him to maintain you like a 
Gentlewoman, and make you a handſome 
Proviſion for Life, do you think that you 
could not bring yourſelf to live happily with 
him, and ſubmit a little to his Humours for 
ſuch a fine Recompence: Pray what can one 
of your high ing, with no Fortune, ex- 
pect better ?——Oh! dear Aunt, anſwer- 
ed Arabella, I 'don't underſtand what you 
mean by a Proviſion and Maintainance, but if 
the Gentleman is pleaſed to caſt his Eyes 
upon me for a Miſtreſs, I affure you he will 
be very much diſappointed: Believe me, I 
ſhall never ſacrifice my Virtue either to Riches 
or Grandeur. —— Mrs. Villiard, continued 
to argue the Point with her Niece during the 
beſt Part of the Evening; in order, as ſhe 
ſaid, to free her from the Prejudices of her 
Country Education. But indeed all that the old 
Lady could argue, had no more Effect with 

Arabella, than only to cauſe her to burſt out 
in Tears; aſſuring her Aunt, that ſhe was the 
laſt Woman whom ſhe could have thought 
would have mentioned any ſuch Things to 


Mr. D-—2 came the next Morning to 
viſit. Mrs. Villiard; who acquainted him 

with the ill Succeſs of her Negociation. They 
ſpent ſome Time together in conſulting how 
* 


to 
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$0 bring the Affair about; and at laſt it was 
determaned between them, that if nothing 
could be done by fair Means, he ſhould have 
recourſe to Force; as the old Lady judped 
that the accompliſning his Ends this Way, 
would infallibly oblige: her Niece to aocept 
any Terms that he Chould propoſe afterwards; 

— — e eee. 
in ing him a fair O ity of putting 
this Defigo in — — enguge, 
if he ſucoreded in his , to make an 
Addition of a handſorne Gold Watch of 
thirty Guineas Price, to the formerGratuity, 
which he had promiſed her before. Tho- 
Mr. D could not 
Lady very exorbitant, yet the Violence of bis 
Appetite:for poſſeſſing the beauteous Arabella, 
would not it him ſong to heſitate on her 
Aunt's Demands. He agreed to her Terms, 
and departed ; leaving to her Conſideration 
the Time and Place for perpetrating the black 
Scene which they had concerted, -/ 

 Belmour came o T’ Chambers 
punctually at the Hour that had been appoint- 
ed between them ; from hence they ſet out 
on a Viſit to Mrs. Villiards, and found both 
the old Lady and ther Niece at home. Tho 
as the former had made ſuch a fine Bargain 
with Mr. D-—2z, ſhe Would very probably, 
have given Orders to her Servant for theit 
being denied, if ſhe had had any previous No- 
ue or Expectation of this Viũt. * 


help thinking dhe ʒð, 


6 
the * a certain od Air 1 
ery frequently practi in theſe polite 
Ti 8 Jefired the Gentlemen to ſtay 
and drink Tea with her and her , Niece ; 
tho' very likely ſhe wiſhed eyer Diſh might 
ſcald their Throats. Tho' the Company 
paſſed. the Time at the Tea-table in only in- 
lifferent Chat together, yet Arabella, from 
this further Inſight into the Manners, Be- 
haviour, and other. perſonal Accotnpliſhments 
of Belmour, was become as much enambured 
with him as he pothbly could be with her; 
and could very willingly have diſpenſed with 
the Company of her Aunt, and Mr. Towndey, 
to be entertained with, Be/mour's Converlation, 
which ſhe rightly imagined was under ſome 
Conſtraint by their Preſence, 
 Townley, tho he had not conceived ſuch a 
tender Affection for, Arabella as Belmour, yet 
his Paſſion; was more tinged with. Jealouſy 
than the other's; and as he was natural! 
inclined to that preying Diſeaſe, '{o the leaf! 
Object could not fail of exciting it in him; 
neither could the affectionate Glances that 
were interchanged between the two Loren 
over the Tea- table, eſcape his Obſeryation, 
He alſo remarked; how readily Arabella 
came into Belmour's Sentiments, on every 
Occaſion that offered, for his deciating them 
on any Topic; and that ſhe took every Op- 
portunity of 4 recting her Diſcourſe to Bel- - 
mour, without taking any ther Notice of 


a Mae than juſt what common Civility 
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obli Per to. 
his cool Behaviour of Ar abe / la e 
him not a little; and tho” neither of them 


had any Opportunity of declaring their Paſſion 
to her, as the Aunt kept chem Company 
during the whole Time o their gtay, yet he 
imtnediately conceived ſuch a ſtrong Merten 
to Belmour, whom he looked upon as his 
Rival, that he tryed all Means to ſhun his 
Company ; and'ſoon after took an rtuni 
of quartelling with him, in ſuch 4 Manner, 
as broke of all their former Intimacy. Not- 
withſtanding which, Belmour did not enter- 
tain the leaſt Suſpicion either of cir; 5 
Paſſion, or oy, and conſequently, did 
not imagine that he was any Obſtacle between 
himſelf and Arabella.  —_ 

Mrs. Viliard, who was pretty well verſed 
in the Ways of Love, and generally obſetved 
very ſtrictly what paſſed between any Perſons 
of different Sexes, could not poflibly avoid 
making her Remarks on the Change of Coun- 
tenances, © Langua guage e of the Eyes, and all 
other little ſecret Teſtimonies of Affection, 
chat had paſſed between Belmour and Ar abells 
at the laſt Viſit. She knew perfectly well 
What a hard Thing it was to conſtrain any one 
ol her own Sex, and eſpecially ſuch a beauti- 
ful young Perſon as Ar balls, to aCt contrary 
to "heir rarer and fo many 3 
e to her magina nin n patting ä 

Deſign 
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ere which the and the on 
eee of forcing Arabe 
23 his De that ſhe reſolved Sichin 
. herſelf, ul, EH, Trial of what could 
be done by fair Perſuaſions, . 

Therefore, taking an Opportunity A2 af. 
8 r Bratt were gone, of ſound- 
's Inclination toward them, ſhe 
1 * Belnur had excited no ſmall 
Emotion in the young Lady's Heart; and ſhe 
' therſelf had collected, as we ſaid before, from 
her own Obſervations during the late Inter- 
view, that Be/mayr was very much enamour- 
Unc Fat Arabella. Whereupon the crafty 
Ea preſſed the Matter ſo home to 
that the latter could not help de- 
Kette that ſhe th thought Mr, Belmour 
to COS es civileſt behav- 

ed Gentleman the had ever een. 
This gawelcome Diſcovery ſet the "Aunt 


upon her Machinatjons. how to circumvent 
| ſuch a formidable Rival, as young Belmour 
appeared to be, to the old. Jew; and was in 
Hope that the dividing Arabel/a's Inclinations, 
een Belmaur and Toumley, would leave 
.. for her Friend, Mr. D—z, to 
obtain his Ends. In urder to this the proceeded 
in the following Manner: “ Indeed Arabel- 
« [a,..”. fayshe, © Lam not at all furpriſed 
1 at the MWeakneſs of your Judgment, IS 
* I conſider how young and unexperienced 
« you are in the * and Appearances of 


Men; 
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„ Men; and the ſhort Time that you have 
been in this Town to obtain any Knowledge 
« of the Manners of it, But, if I was as 
young and handſome as yourſelf, and was 
* left to my Choice which of the two I ſhould 
« chuſe fot a Lover, I ſhould ſurely give the 
Preference to Mr. Townley; he is certainly 
* much the politer and gayer Man in hi 
Behaviour; and, if I may judge by his Ap- 
pe Fen, as he goes a great deal finer 
te drefled than Mr. Belmour, fo I apprehend 
* him to be the beſt Gentleman of the two; 
te therefore conſequently the much fitter for 
te any young Woman ta fix her Hopes ber. 
«either in the Way of Matrimony, or other- 
(wiſe ——Tho' indeed, to tell yu my 
e Sentiments plainly, I muſt own that I can- 
ce not entertain any great Opinion of either of 
e them; as your young Templers have ſeldom 
te much to depend on, and generally are 
* obliged to ſtudy the Law for the Acquiſ- 
rc tion of their! Potup es?, 

Indeed if Arabella could have been induced 
by the old Lady to judge of theſt Merit, or 
Fortunes, by outfide Appearance, certainly 
Tawnley would have been the moſt in her 
Efteem: For he always went much more 
tawdry dreſt than Belmour, and was not of 
ſuch a reſerved Diſpoſition as the latter, but 
rather abounded with too apy Airs; 
which Arabella: Aunt either miſtakenly or 
wilfully conſtrued into Politeneſs. "TR, 

| | ner 


/ 


7 
her Debgi nm nt from influircing 
Arabella with a real gad inn inion of either of 
them, ſne went on thus: But certainly, 
Niere, tho you may have evet ſucha ſtrong 
Inclination for either of thoſe young Gen- 
50 tlemen, yet, as you cannot flatter yourſelf, 
as you have no Fortune, with the H 

46 of hecoming on je I ſhquld think! 
ee, the living happily upon a handſome; — 
“ comfortable Su "a with ſuch a Man 
% as Mr. Dis, would abundantly out- 
. balance an any Expectations that you can en- 
t tettain: from t young Sparks; who, 
hen they have obtained their Ends, will, 
it is very probable, leave you deſtitute on the 
„ Town, to ſhift for yourſelf; as, on the 
« 2 Hand, you would, at leaſt, have a 

ve. Aſfurante of ere 
ih , loch a Diſaſter,” * i 208 
| e great deal of Attention to 
Beer Aunt' arangue, aud never once 
interrupted her till it was fiviſhed; when ſhe 
replied, Indeed Aunt, I am very much 
« ſurpriſed at your endeavouring to perſuade 
* me to become Mr. D. —2˙8 Miſtreſs, for 
that is what 1 perceive to be the Driſt of 
© your Diſcourſe: But tho I have had only 
© a Country Education, which you ſeem 10 
think a great Diſadvantage to me; yet. 
** thanks to that Education, Madam, it has 
ſo thoroughly ingrafted the Love of Virtue 
*in my Mind, that J would not be the 


Miſtreſs 


— 
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.«-Miſrels even ofthe greateſ Monarch for 
half: his Poſſeſſions. And as for the 
that you throw out; of my be- 
ſuch to either of the two young 
C « Gendemen, Laſſure you, Madam, you do 
mes injury in harbouring Auch | 
246 ht.“ Youtalk ve e 
6h ly, indeed; ſeyn the Aunt; CES Child, 
| _ cuted to 3 pretty much in 
Country, for you expreſs your ſelf 
© nabiy: A for 3 I have urged 
" to you about Mr. D-—z, your own true 
.. Intereſt was the only Inducement that made 
e me open my Lipe about it; but goo! 
2 Councel I find is generally deſpiſed.“ 
Here the Aunt changed. the Diſcourts and 
„ Room. 
We have before obſerved, chic all Irthmary 
was broke off by Townley between: him and 
© Belmonr'; and now they were both reſalved 
to make their Addreſſes to Arabella... The 
Paſſion that | Be/mour had conceibed for her, 
n= too pure in its Nature to admit of his 
entertaining the leaſt Thought of any Thing 
to his Charmer s Prejudice: In a Word, he 
was for obtaining her in an honourable Way, 
without any Regard to the Difference that 
might be between their e as he 
thought all r were amp _ 
dy her — 
. 5 ra 
* as — yet it had not that Aſ- 
ä cendancy 


p 
cendancy over his Reaſon, is t& titkahing 

neglect what this repreſented d be a very 
neceſſary Qualification in a Wife, whith'was . 
Money; and this he looked upon to be. moſt 
eſſential and neceflary Ingredient in a Furiner 
for Life. He thought that the Felicity of either 
of the Perſons engaged could not laft Jong 
without a pecuniary Support; and his Portons | 
was too ſtirall for him to think of eneurnbers 

ing it with a Wife, that ſhomd bring Bhockling 
but Beauty wich ber, for the Support of hee 


ſelf and her Off pring. Mid &. £3921 


In order, therefore to 6btain'a Knowledge 
of Arabella's Cireumſtances, he ſent his Mari 
bn, who was uſed to ſerve his Maſter on 
ral ſuch neceſfary Occaſions, into Mes. 
8 2 ain him In- 
telligence. is trufty fd de-Chmpexecut- 
plying himſelf to the neareſt Chandler Shop. 
and for the Purchaſe of a little Sar? Tebitfro, 
and ſuch like Trifles, he found Means to 
learn that Arabella had no Fortune H her 
own, notwithſtanding the gay Appearünce 

that ſhe made; but was entirely dependent 
on her Aunt. hat the came fa very bod 
Family, but ber Father dyirg Worfe than 
nothing, had left her, and ſeverai mote Chil. 
dren, quite deſtitute in the World; anch that 
had it not been for her Aunt's Generonty 
and Compafſion, ſhe myſt have bee ſtatving. 
This, and much more to tie fame Effect, 
eee a . partly 


* 


K 
partly true and partly falſe, hn picked out 
Ka Nies of the Shop, a 
from Mrs. Viiliard's Maid, who was one 72 
oo and with this News 
e to his M 

Townley was very __; h the Tn. 
telligence his Servant had gained; as, it gave 
him ſome Hopes of « obtaining Arabella, with- 
out the Formalities of Marriage : Accordingly 
he reſolved to addreſs her upon a; different 
Footing. For, to ſay the Truth, he was too 
much a Libertine, both in Principle and 
Practice, to have any Reliſh for . 
where he could by any Means 
Faſſion or Appetite without it; 
had not been that grand 


_ the 
Want of a Fortune, in the Way; but this 
28 we have ſaid before, was ſuch an ea 


Obſtacle to his entering into the State 0 

Wedlack, . even with, the moſt, beautifi 

Creature imaginable, that he could never find 
t enough to get over it. 

Soon after this Diſcovery of the $i KAN 
of Arabella's Circumſtances, he took another, 
Opportunity of viſiting her; and, her Aunt 
being gone Out about ſome Buſineſs, he had 
the Fortune to find her alone. He W 0 
took this Occaſion to make love to het, With 

all tho Rhetoric he was Maſter of, and wquld 
fain have perſuaded her to let him make — 
beſt Uſe of the preſent happy Moment, which 


he ſaid was deſtined for Enjo 
. pag | 


{ 4t J 
| Prev as ſoon a ſhe pertei fed Is Pilien; 
refiſted” alt his Endexvouts with that Beconie 
Virtue and Modefty that was natural 
to her; till at length he grew fo outtageous, 
that ths was obliged to proteſt ſolemniy, ſhe 
would call out fot help, if he procetded any 
farther, This brought kita again within the 
Bounds of a decent Percruch atid induced 
bim to make many Apoſogles for the Exceſs 
of his Paffſon, which he urged had deprived 
bim of Nis Reaſon to fiich 4 Degree, that he 
Was hardly accountable for any 3 tis Adtions ? 
and it was this Frenzy hich had occafloned 
mat Tranigteſſion in His 1 towards 


het, Shieh he den her Cottipaſſion on his 
Diſtraction to 


oti Him we” vowing that 
he would take patent Care nevet to tranſs 
greſs again In the like Manger: 

She retutned this, and many tote ſuch 
fine Speeches, in a8 civil a Manner as his abrupt 
Behaviour would permit her to do; but ear- 
51 defired of him, that if He valued either 

rlendch 5 et Eftcern, that be would 
nl: ſo grofly offend her again, This be 
promiſed with the moſt 2 59 Pfoteſtations 
to obſerve; and the Aunt” coming Home, 
tt was obliged to take his Leave of her fot 
we Time, not a little Chap! ined at the Dis- 

appointment he had met with. | 

Belnour would have been before hand with 
_ Townley in his Viſit td Arabella, had be not 
received a Letter froni His Father, which 


F obliged 


1 „ 

obliged him to go immediately about ſiſteen 
Miles out of Town, to a Gentleman's of their 
Acquaintance, about ſome Buſineſs of much 
Importance, where he could not avoid ſpend- 
ing a Day or two: But, on his Return he 

went to fee her the next Morning, whereas 

Townley had been there the Evening before. 

As the Aunt was juſt ſet out for the City to 

meet with Mr. D-—2, in order to conſult. 

on the Method for putting their Deſign in 

Execution, ſo he, alſo, had the Opportunity 

of finding Arabella alone; and tho 2 en- 

tirely ignorant of her Fortune or Circumſtances, 

yet he took that Occaſion to declare his Paſ- 8 

ſion to het; but in the moſt ſubmiſſive and 


reſpectful Manner poſſible. Arabella ſaid 
that ſhe ſhould not be diſpleaſed with his Ad- 
dreſſes as long as he bebaved honourably; 
but if he ever attempted to proceed to ſuch 
Lengths as Mr. Townley had lately done, ſhe 
ſhould utterly hate and deteſt him. 

t How, Madam”, ſays Belmour, © has he 

« had the Audaciouſneis to offer any Infult 
« to you? His Blood ſhall anſwer for \ 
« it”.——She begg'd of him to aſſuage his 

Anger, and let the Matter drop, for that ſhe 


believed ſhe had cured the young Gentleman 
of any more ſuch Attempts for the future. 
She farther told Belmour that he need not be 
under the leaſt Uneaſineſs upon Townley's Ac- 
count; for that ſhe had never entertained any 
favourable Opinion of him, and his late Be- 


heaviour 


F 
haviout had rendered him her Ayerfion.— 
That, as for himſelf, ſhe had no other Ob- 
jeckion but the Diſparity of their Fortunes; as 
ſhe judged from the genteel Appearance he 
made, that his was pretty conſiderable, while 
ſhe had nothing to depend on but her Aunt's 
Generoſiti x. BEE! 
Sbe then gave him a full Account of her 
Family and of the Indiſcretion of her Father, 
that had reduced them to ſuch low Circum- 
ſtances.” At the finiſhing of her Relation, 
Belmour ſnatched her up eagerly in his Arms, 
"_ a5 l this all the Odjection you have againſt 
«me, my dear Arabella”, fad he , that 
« ſhall eon de difanulled, whenever, you 
&« have a Mind to give me your Hand. My 
«"Eftate, it is true, is not yet in my an 
« Poſſeſſion, nor will it be till after; my 
« Father's Deceaſe, 'which I hope will not 
« happen theſe many Years. But, however 
« by the Generoſity of a late Uncle, I have 
« enough for us both to live handſomely upon, 
« without troubling him; that I am fo cer. 
* tain of his approving my Choice of a 
Woman of your Beauty, Merit, and good 
« Senſe, that I ſhall not heſitate a Moment of 
e acquainting him with our Nuptials, when- 
* Md, will conſent to have them ſolem- 
te nized; and I am ſure he will be the more 
8 po at your .coming of ſuch a 
* 


amily, as 1 have often heard him declare, 


that a Woman of a good Family, and 
at — F 2 endued 


14) 
1 endued with. 8080 Senſe, was preferable 
to the fineft Lady with a large Portion“. 
, am afraid, teh Arabella, that you flat- 
ter me infinitely, and would think me too 
„ forward if I ſhould give you m Conſent 

* after fuch a ſhort Comin. Therefore I 
„ muſt beg a little more Time, that I may 
Fi. ſofficiently reflect on What I am about, 
e ſe 55 19 855 too _heedleſs, I ſhould plunge 
«bot und wy? into irretrievable Mis 
ve eee, then deſired 
the Favour of her Company ta Ranelagb 
Gardens that Eyening, which as ſhe 
not nnd. 15 N Heart to refuſe hey A . 
was ſoon called to the Noor y Procred- 
ed on their Way thither, 8 7 

Some Readers m ay rhaps think "that 
Miſs Arabella was rather too condeſcending to 
het Lover, far a young Lady of ſuch Modeſty 
- and Virtue, as we haye characteriſed her to 
be: But when they reflect that ſhe began to 
get a full Inſight of her Aunt's Intentian, to 
diſpoſe of her by way of Sale, to the beſt 
Purchaſer that ſhe could light of, whether 

upon honourable Terms or diſhonourable, 
they will na longer he ſurprized at Arabella's 
embracing the fitſt Opportunity of getting out 
of her Clutches ; eſpecially, when ſhe met 
with ſuch an advantageous. Proffer as the 

eſent, 

Our two Lovers were by this Time got to 
Ranelagh, and had taken wo ſew Turns Fo 


(45 
the Gardens, and juſt ſeated themſelyes In the 


Tarwn/ry, and 
Ee 


la's Company: and he had tbe Infolence to 


ell Bande, that he thaught be had as much 


Right ta it as himſelſ; tho he had ſa mean- 
12 daprived him of her Favour, by ſome 

iſter Practices. Belmour replied, that 
e amet his Wards ; and told him withal, 


that the prolent Place was nat proper to de- 
cide the Controverly in ; but that he — 


take another Op cre of do 
jaſt Words he o in e de ſo that 


they wete not 1 e Arabella ; 
who being unuſed tg, the Town, 

nad not the  Jeaft ef prchenfion of Oy 
—_ Conſequences dg their e 


5 arte. walked er Wick the Lady, apd 
te- enter n enſive 

of — with for forge 005 "Fm Tow ws 
by and bug Compamons. ff, he 8 
there much lon > condufted Ar abellg 
fafe Hotne, an from, erice reticed to his 
8 whore caling bis Servant he diſ- 
patched wal au RG tk HP 
% Town Wer | 


* 480 2431 


young 
my have jatruded. thomſſdl ves into Hrabek 


— — — — — — — 
. — — — — — — — — — — —_ 


(46) 
81 R. 


Fl F you are really a Gentleman, which 5 
not much appear from your rude Bebavi . 


our both to the Lady and myſelf laſt Night, 


1 ſhall expect that you will meet me at Five, 
To-morrow Morning, | behind Mounta 


of 
OY ret an ns 
Belniout. 


P. 8. The hed Ribbon wil firw 5 
ee eee * 


Wunly did not return From 4892 gh — 
dens, till an Hour and a Half after = above 
was left at his Chambers. As he had never 
experienced Belmaur's Courage before, ſo he 
had not eptertained any great Idea of it, take- 


| ing him, as he had come ſo lately from the 


Univerſity, to be more of a Scholar than a 
Sword{man. He , was. conſcious of having 

given the Aff: 3 but knew of no way to re- 
compence it, either by complying * 
Belmour $ Requeſt, or open ang, ap 
don. The latter he could by no 1 —5 

bring his Spirit to truckle to, however fully 
convinced that himſelf had been the Agteſſor, 


and had committed an Error in Faerg: 
Therefore he ſtept out to an adjacent Sw RE 
Cutler's, and, having matched Belmour s 


Length, returned again to his Chambers, 
and gave his Maa ſtrict Orders to call him by 
Four o Cock the next Morning. + 

1$ 


4 his Commands very. 
z and Townley reached the Fields 
a little before Five, where he found Belmour 
ready to meet him, Few Words were. ex- 
changed between them before they both drew, 
when. after ſome Paſſes "EA received a 
flight Wound in the Sword Arm, and was 
almoſt immediately diſarmed. He was now 
obliged to beg his Life of Belmour, which 
was granted upon Condition that he ſhould 
aſk Arabella Pardon for the Affront he had 
given her the Night 1 endeavoutin 
to force into her Compan | 
delay the doi of iu wo On 
Afternoon. This Offer. he very -readily em- 
braced; ſo walking down to B ury- 
Square together, they took Coach, and drove 
ju a Su Temple, where Town- 
hd En Woe delle and Belmour a5. 
—.— to his Chambers. | 
While theſe Tranſactions Mrs. 
Villiard, finding her former Endeavours to 
corrupt drabells unſucceſsful, had been con- 
king wit oa the 7 Jew in what Manner they 
v7 oy 3 that — ſhould 
2 upon between 
8 in Execution that very Afternoon; 
when ſhe was to diſpatch the Maid on an Er- 
rand, to the 2 End of of the Town, and 
nobody was to be in the Houſe when Mr. 
D came but herſelf and Arabella. 
This was done accordingly, and about three 


ken came to Mrs, Villiard s, who 
ſhewing 


3 


— ; ay 
= 


2 C4) 

mewing him up to her Niete, leſt them toge- 
ther in a back R661), While ſhe 3 455 
2 under the Prktence of mukiftg ſothe 
Co l ln "32. 444 n 
Aſter ſore fe Complinichts, ani à ith 
introductory Diſebutſe, the Gentfeman pot 
up ftom his Chat, and walking far ſome 
fall Time about the Rooth, he Taddetily = 
wolt hold of Arabellu; ad Biting vp 
from her Seat, carried Het in His Ar hs 
Couch, that was gt one 5 of the 5 1 
The young Lady ft 4s much a pol⸗ 
fbly lb Cold, i bene too frond for 
her had got her de wn, juſt at the Time when 
Beimuuf ktiocked àt the Door. The Aunt; 
who was below in the Kitchen, did not an- 
ſwet either to His firſt or ſecond Rap, well 
knowing what a Hindrance he d be to 
ber Beneſactor above Staits; and was in hope? 
by her delaying to go to the Door, that Bei- 
_#ivur would imagine they were all gone but, 
and ſo goaway again: But he, fiiditig Nobod 


anſwer, continued knotkitg louder and Touds 


er till the Aunt wes obliged to go to the Door, 
leaſt any of the Neighbours ſhbuld inform 
him that ſhe was at Home. 

Tho Belforr had KHecked ſo Hard, yet 
neither the Yew not Aubells heard Him ; 
being too eagerly engaged, the one in 

the Purſuſt of his Prey, andthe other in the 
Deferice of her Chaſtity, to have any Regatd 
or Attention to any thing elſe. Por Abr. 
Ja was almoſt fpcat and breathlefs-with the 


— 
* 


2 : Struggle, 


(49) 


Door to Belmour, fo that ſhe was now oblig- 


ed to have recourſe to her Out-cries as her 


laſt Reſource, * Theſe ſoon reached the Ears 
of Belimur, even before he had entered the Par- 
lour, and on his aſking Mrs. Villiard what was 
the Occaſion of thoſe Shrieks that he heard, ſhe 
very coolly replied; that it was only the Maid 


playing with ſome Workmen, that were in 


the Garret. Then Madam, fays he, I am 
afraid they play too rudely with her, for the 
Girl eries out dreadfully——he had no ſooner 
uttered theſe Words, but the Noiſe re- 
doubling, he preſently recollected it to be his 
beloved Hrabellas Ve | 

heard it at ſuch a high Pitch before. He 


immediately ſprings out of the Parlour, and 


flying up Stairs ruſhed into the Room, from 
whence the Sound came; where he found the 
poor young Lady on the Couch, with her 
Cap and Handkerchief torn off, her Noſe all 
bloody, her Mouth in a foam, and the yellow- 
faced Few, with his Wig off, at top of her, 
keeping her down by his Weight, and endea- 
vouring to force her own Handkerchief into 
her Mouth, to prevent her crying out. For, 
5 all his Endeavours, he had 
as yet obtained no farther Advantage over 


Arabella being pretty ſtrong for her Size ; 


Kant, he might perhaps have perpetrated his 
201 - = | Villainy, 


* 


Struggle, when her Aunt opened the Street- | 


oice, tho” he had never 


her than what we have here mentioned, 
though had hot Belmour come in at the In. 


( 50) 
Villainy; as thro' the Fright and Fatigue of 


It is well that Belmour had not then his 
Sword on, or he would have ſtabbed the Vil- 
lain to the Heart; but ſeizing hold of his 
Collar, he dragged him off from the Couch, 
and inſtantly knocked him doyyn upon the 
Floor, with à Cane he had in his Hand. The 
7 7's Head now bled as plentifully as Mo 
2's Noſe had done before; and as ſhe had 


very well mauled his Face with her Nails, 


he cut a moſt rueful Figure. On his recover- 
ing himſelf he endeavoured to get at his. 
Sword, wbich hung up in a Corner of the 
Room, till then unperceived by Brimaur; 
but Belmcur was too nimble for him, and, 
ſeizing hold of it; drew immediately, ſwearing. 
that it he did not directly quit the Room, he 
would run him thorough. The Few finding 
himſelf under a Neceſſity of obeying Belmaur s 
Commands, haſtened down. Stairs as well, as, 
he could; where the good old Gentlewoman 
of the Houſe met him, and, conducting him 
into the Parlour, got him ſome Water and 
Brandy to waſh his Head and Face with, as 
alſo a Plaiſter for the broken Place in the 
11 
Belmour, having Ne: up Arabella, ap- 
plied himſelf to the Stair- head; where - he 
ſtood roaring fo loud for the Maid to bring 
up ſome Water, that Mts. Villiard was, 
e to tell him, cho in flat Contra- 


dictioan 


= 


the Scuffle the was almoſt fainting. TY 


Maid's 


z cted from him in the Mornin Pale TRE 
* 


(a) 
diRion to herſelf, that the Maid was not at 
Home. Upon this he ran down into the 
Kitchen, and brought her ſome up in a Baſon, 
wherewith ſhe was very much refreſhed. 
When going down again inte the Parlour, 
where fat the old Lady and the Je, with 
a large Bottle of Cordial Waters before them, 
he ſnatched up that and the Glaſs, carryitig 
up Srairs to the young Lady's Aſſiſtance. 

This unexpected Scene immediately gave 
Belnour a thorough! Inſight into what ſort 
of a Perſon / Arabella's Aunt was; and as his 
own'Eye-ſight had convinced him of the Vil- 
lainy of the Affair that had been in Agitation, 
ſo it appeared the blacker, when Arabella in- 
formed him of the Propoſals that her Aunt had 
made her on the Part of Mr. D-—2z, with 
Her abſolute Refuſal to comply with them. 
And it e appeared to them both, by the 

ing ſent out of the Way at this Junc- 
ture, the Aunt's not regarding frabella's 
loud Out-ccies, and the abominable Falſity 
that ſhe would have paſſed them over with to 
Belmour, at his entering into the Houſe, that 
ſhe had reſolved u pon lacrificing her Niece's 
Virtue to the Few's Luſt. | 
This Scuffle was hardly ended, when Gone 


body knocked pretty fmartly at the Door; and 


wh ſhould it be but T , who was come 
to perform his Promiſe that Be/mour had ex> 


Be. 


e his Voice 1 in the 


& 


» Ska 


” 
— 


_ mour immediately called him up Stairs, and 


(52) 


ted him with the whole Proceeding, 

Tho' 'Townley, as we have before obſerved, 
was none of the moſt virtuous of Mortals, 
yet he was exceedingly aſtoniſhed at this Ad- 
venture. He then ed his Submiſſion to 
Arabella which ſhe as gen refuſed ; 
declaring that if ſhe had conceived the leaſt 
Thoughts of the Conſequence, that had hap- 
ed between him and-Be/mour, ſhe would 

ve taken ſome Method to prevent it: -And 
deſired withal that the inadvertent Behaviour 


of Mr. Townley: to her, at Ranelagh, for 


ſhe now believed him to be heartily ſorry, 
might occaſion no future Breach of Friend- 


ſhip between them. Belmour replied, that 


after what had 


more of it. He 


d, he ſhould think no 
n deſited Townley to be ſo 


good as to ſtèp 2 Stairs and get ſomebody 7% 


to call him a 5 8 and that be would aſſiſt 


him in conducting the Lady ſafe out of the 


Houſe. This ke readily ——_ with, and © 
ſteping into the Street called a Porter, whom 


he immediately ſent for a Coach, which ſoon 


5 came to the Door. 
Belmour then handed Arabella 1 | 


Stairs, and they and Townley-entered intothe 
Parlour, to take leave of her Aunt and the 
old Gentleman. Belmour told the former 


that her baſe Actions, toward ſuch a fine 
young Creature, evidently ſhewed that ſhe 


NI deſerve to bave-the Care of her any 


longer; 


% 
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where: they drank a Glaſs of Wine 
for Refreſhment, and entered into a 
tion how to diſpoſe of her, fo as to 
her Aunt's finding her out. When at length 
it was concluded upon, that ſhe ſhould go; for 


near Relation of Be/mour's, and whoſe Huſ- . 

band, being Captain of a trading Ship, was 

ö gone a Voyage to the Baltic. This ſhe readily 
5 agreed 


the preſent, to a Gentlewoman that was a , 


5 apprized him of the true Character of Arabel. 70 | 


. ea f 
7 I and they prey orca b 


224 27 


having already tere FI __ 
in En Pk of Abel and giving over all 
| Hopes of Succeſs from any rl Attempt, 
laid aſide all Thoughts of obtiiving 
And Belnaur how urged his Adüreſſes 
0 ſtrongly, that after his late honourablecini@ |, 
generous Behaviour, it was impoſſible for her: | 
to refuſe him. Neither indeed had! ſhe any 
but onſy a Fear iy 9 he” mi might 4 
injure; himſelf in his} Father's! Bfteom, by — 
_ marrying a Woman with no Fortune. He 
en het ſo ſtrongly, with firm Aſſurances 
chat in about a Fortnight's _ 
Title agreed to give bim her Hand, and 
ſoon after their Marriage they ſet out togethes 
for his Father's Scat; he having beforchand 


—— 
: 


fa. As Belmaurs Father was no ways: a 
worldly Man, fo he came the teadier into - an ** 
Apptobation of his Son's Choice, whom he 5 
was doatingly fond of, 8 Hb 
the new matried Couple with the Y 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction; and Arabe 7 N 
tellectual Perfection ſoon gained her > wo 
Love and Eſteem, as much, or rather more „ 
than if ſhe had ren * 

* FN 7 * 4 
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